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Chess Quiz

Gerasimov - Smyslov
Moscow, 1935

XIIIIIIIIY
  8r+-tr-+k+0{
7+l+-+pzpp0
6pzpq+p+-+0
5+-+-zP-+-0
4N+P+-vln+0
3zPQ+-+-+P0
2-vL-+-zPP+0
1tR-+-tRLmK-0
xabcdefghy

Chess News

McShane wins in Lausanne

aving won with White the
second game of the final mini-
match vs. Mamedyarov

(Azerbaijan), English GM Luke
McShane won the Young Masters
tournament for the second time.

Final results:

For 1st place:
McShane - Mamedyarov 1½–½

For 3rd place:
Alekseev - Navara 3½-2½

For 5th place 5:
Lahno - Carlsen 4-2

For 7th place:
Papa - Kosteniuk 1½–½

Official website

Hungary-Germany Match

In round 5 Germany won 5-1,
bringing the total score to 20:10 – a
crashing defeat for Hungary! See
games from round 5 in our database.
Official website
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oh by the way, tell me how these
things will be paid for.

It is difficult to take these
demonstrations seriously, however
well intended they may be. Please feel
free to refer to my weblog.

All the best, Jim Eade"

4NCL Fragments
by GM Alex Baburin

GM Bogdan Lalic sent us his two
annotated games from the first 4NCL
weekend (18-19 September). You can
find them in our database today, while
here I would like to show an
instructive rook endgame from one of
those games, with notes by Bogdan:

S. Buckley (2314) – B. Lalic (2527)
4NCL West Bromwich (1), 18.09.2004

XIIIIIIIIY
8-+-mk-+-+0
7zp-+r+-+p0
6-+-+-+-+0
5+-+-+-+-0
4-+-+-+-zP0
3+-+-+-+-0
2R+-+-+-+0

  1+-+-+-mK-0}
xabcdefghy

Such endgames are often drawn even
without the white h-pawn, so it's
surprising that White did not hold it.
(Alex Baburin):
48.¢f2 ¢c8 49.¦a1 49.¢e3!?
49...¢b7 50.¦b1+ ¢a8 51.¦g1 a5
52.¦g5 a4 53.¢e3 a3 54.¦g1 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
  8k+-+-+-+0{

7+-+r+-+p0
6-+-+-+-+0
5+-+-+-+-0
4-+-+-+-zP0
3zp-+-mK-+-0
2-+-+-+-+0
1+-+-+-tR-0
xabcdefghy

54...¢b8!
Worse is 54...a2? 55.¦a1 ¦a7 56.¢d4
¢b7 57.¢c3 ¢c6 58.¢b3 ¢d5 59.¦xa2

¦xa2 60.¢xa2 ¢e4 61.¢b3 ¢f4
62.¢c2 ¢g4 63.¢d2 ¢xh4 64.¢e2
¢g3 65.¢f1=.
55.¦a1 ¦a7 56.¢d3 ¢c7 57.¢c3
¢d6 58.¢b3 ¢e5 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
8-+-+-+-+0
7tr-+-+-+p0
6-+-+-+-+0
5+-+-mk-+-0
4-+-+-+-zP0
3zpK+-+-+-0
2-+-+-+-+0

  1tR-+-+-+-0}
xabcdefghy

59.h5??“ White had to find 59.¦e1+!
¢f4 60.¢a2 ¢g4 61.¦e4+ ¢g3 62.h5=.
59...¢f5 60.h6 ¢g5 61.¢a2 ¢xh6
62.¦h1+ ¢g7 63.¦g1+ ¢h8
64.¦h1 Or 64.¦g5 h6 65.¦b5 ¢g7
66.¦c5 ¦a6! 67.¦b5 ¢g6 68.¦b4 h5
69.¦b5 h4 70.¦c5 ¦a4! 71.¦b5 h3–+.
64...¦a5! 65.¦h3 h5 66.¦c3 ¢g7
67.¦c4 ¢g6 68.¦b4 ¢g5 69.¦c4
h4–+ 70.¦c3 ¦f5 71.¦xa3 ¢g4
72.¦a4+ ¦f4 73.¦a3 h3 74.¦a8 h2
0–1

Here is my first game in this 4NCL
season, with my brief comments:

Baburin (2527) – Beaumont (2329)
West Bromwich (1), 18.09.2004

1.d4 d6 2.g3 g6 3.¥g2 ¥g7 4.¤f3
¤f6 5.0–0 0–0 6.c4 ¤bd7 7.¤c3 e5
8.b3 ¦e8 9.h3?! exd4 10.¤xd4 ¤c5
11.¥b2 ¥d7!? (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
8r+-wqr+k+0
7zppzpl+pvlp0
6-+-zp-snp+0
5+-sn-+-+-0
4-+PsN-+-+0
3+PsN-+-zPP0
2PvL-+PzPL+0

  1tR-+Q+RmK-0}
xabcdefghy

Black can be happy with results of the
opening - White has not managed to
play e2-e4 and cannot claim much of
a spatial advantage.
12.e3 12.b4?! ¤ce4 13.¤xe4 ¤xe4
14.£c2 £e7³.
12...£c8 12...a6!?

http://journals.aol.com/jimeade/JimEadesWeblog
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13.¢h2 a6 13...¦e5 14.¤de2! ¦h5?!
15.¤f4 ¦h6 16.¤cd5ƒ.
14.b4 Now, when the black queen
can't come to e7, this move is OK.
14...¤ce4 15.¤xe4 ¤xe4 16.£c2
c5! 16...¤g5 17.h4 ¤e6 18.¤xe6 ¥xe6
19.¥xg7 ¢xg7 20.c5².
17.bxc5 dxc5 17...¤xc5!?
18.¤e2 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
8r+q+r+k+0
7+p+l+pvlp0
6p+-+-+p+0
5+-zp-+-+-0
4-+P+n+-+0
3+-+-zP-zPP0
2PvLQ+NzPLmK0
1tR-+-+R+-0
xabcdefghy

18...¥c6 Better was 18...¥xb2
19.£xb2 ¥c6.
19.¥xg7 ¢xg7 20.¤f4 £f5?! 21.f3!
¤d6 22.e4 £e5 23.¤d5 (23.¦ad1!?)
23...¥xd5 24.cxd5 £d4 25.¦ad1
£b4 Better was 25...£c4 26.£b2+ f6
27.¦fe1!?.
26.¦b1 £a5 27.f4
The position has changed a lot in
White's favour in the past 10 moves or
so. 27...f6 28.¦fe1! 28.e5? fxe5
29.fxe5 ¦xe5 30.£b2 ¦ae8 31.¦be1
£b4!.
28...¤f7 29.£b2 29.e5!? fxe5 30.fxe5
¤xe5 (30...¦xe5 31.¦xe5 ¤xe5
32.¦xb7+ ¢g8 33.d6+-) 31.¦xb7+
¢g8 32.¦e3+-.
29...c4 30.£d4!? £c7 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
8r+-+r+-+0
7+pwq-+nmkp0
6p+-+-zpp+0
5+-+P+-+-0
4-+pwQPzP-+0
3+-+-+-zPP0
2P+-+-+LmK0

  1+R+-tR-+-0}
xabcdefghy

Around here I had about 11–12
minutes to make 10 moves. Not
exactly time trouble, but I panicked a
bit and went for a forced line, where
White makes many moves quickly, but
where his advantage evaporates! Such
mistakes were common in my games

before, but with some work I kept
them at minimum. Now, without much
work done on my chess, my old chess
sins are reappearing all over the place!
31.e5? Much better was 31.¦b6! ¤d6
(31...£e7 32.e5 fxe5 33.fxe5 ¤xe5?
34.¦e6+-) 32.e5 ¤b5 33.£e3.
31...fxe5 32.fxe5 ¦xe5 33.d6
33.¦xe5!? £xe5 34.£xc4.
33...£c5 34.£xc5 ¦xc5 35.¦xb7
¦f8 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
8-+-+-tr-+0
7+R+-+nmkp0
6p+-zP-+p+0
5+-tr-+-+-0
4-+p+-+-+0
3+-+-+-zPP0
2P+-+-+LmK0
1+-+-tR-+-0
xabcdefghy

The forced line is over and I could not
find anything particularly good. I
realised that I had blown away my
advantage (in fact, I felt it when
playing 31.e5?). So I went for another
forced line: 36.¦c7 ¦xc7 37.dxc7
¦c8 38.¦e7 ¢f6 39.¥b7 ¢xe7
40.¥xc8 c3 41.¥xa6 ¤d6 42.¥d3
¢d7 43.¢g2 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
  8-+-+-+-+0{

7+-zPk+-+p0
6-+-sn-+p+0
5+-+-+-+-0
4-+-+-+-+0
3+-zpL+-zPP0
2P+-+-+K+0
1+-+-+-+-0
xabcdefghy

Interesting endgame. Black has a
strong pawn on c3, while White has
an outside passed pawn and better
minor piece.
43...¤c4?!
I thought that Black should play
43...¢xc7 44.¢f2 ¢c6 45.¢e3 ¢c5.
44.¢f3 ¤a3
44...¢xc7 45.¢e4 ¤a3 46.¢e3.
45.¢e3 ¢xc7 46.h4?
I found one (wrong) idea and got
totally carried away with it! Better was
46.¥f1!, winning the c-pawn, with
excellent winning chances. 46...¢d6
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(46...¤c2+?! 47.¢d3 ¤b4+ 48.¢xc3
¤xa2+ 49.¢b3) 47.¢d3 c2 48.¢d2.
46...¢d6 47.g4? White should have
tried 47.h5 gxh5 48.¥xh7, though
Black hold the equality easily now, for
example: 48...¤c4+ 49.¢d3 ¤d2=.
47...¢d5 48.g5 ¢e5 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
8-+-+-+-+0
7+-+-+-+p0
6-+-+-+p+0
5+-+-mk-zP-0
4-+-+-+-zP0
3sn-zpLmK-+-0
2P+-+-+-+0

  1+-+-+-+-0}
xabcdefghy

Rude awakening... White should be
careful not to get into trouble - he
weekend his pawns on the kingside so
much that they are now falling.
49.¥a6 ¢f5 49...¤c2+!? 50.¢e2.
50.¢d3 c2 51.¢d2 ¢g4 52.¥d3
¢xh4 53.¥xc2 ¢xg5 54.¥d3 (D)

XIIIIIIIIY
  8-+-+-+-+0{

7+-+-+-+p0
6-+-+-+p+0
5+-+-+-mk-0
4-+-+-+-+0
3sn-+L+-+-0
2P+-mK-+-+0
1+-+-+-+-0
xabcdefghy

White is OK here - as long as he does
not get tempted to win the enemy
knight! 54...¢f4 55.¢e2 ¢e5
56.¢e3 ¢d5 57.¢f4 ¢d4 58.¥xg6
½–½

Solution to our quiz:
Gerasimov - Smyslov

Moscow, 1935
XIIIIIIIIY

  8r+-tr-+k+0{
7+l+-+pzpp0
6pzpq+p+-+0
5+-+-zP-+-0
4N+P+-vln+0
3zPQ+-+-+P0
2-vL-+-zPP+0
1tR-+-tRLmK-0
xabcdefghy

1...¦d3! 2.£xb6 (2.¥xd3 £xg2# or
2.£xd3 ¥h2+ 3.¢h1 ¤xf2+ 4.¢xh2
¤xd3–+) 2...¦xh3! 3.¥d4 ¥h2+
4.¢h1 ¥xe5+ 0–1 White resigned in
view of 5.¢g1 ¥h2+ 6.¢h1 ¥c7+.

Correction:

Due to a technical mistake yesterday
one of Hans Ree's answers was not
included in the interview. We would
like to publish it now:

- When did you decide that you
should be a Grandmaster? And to
what extent have you fulfilled your
goals in chess?

- I never had any long-time goals in
chess. I was studying mathematics and
I expected to become a professional
mathematician, but then when I had
finished my studies I realized that the
life of a chess-player was much more
attractive. No alarm clock waking you
up, but freedom and travel. I never
really decided to become a chess
professional, I just decided not to take
a job.

Contact information. Have some comments
about Chess Today? E-mail us - we
appreciate your feedback!
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