


The following 4NCL report is from the
May 2016 issue of Chess

- The UK’s biggest and best magazine for chess players.

—

If you're not already a subscriber you might like oo ot ov v

wins the 2016 Candidates

Mateh against Carlsen set for New York in November

to consider our introductory offer below. o

THE BEST

CHESS

MAGAZINE
IN THE UK!

Coverage of ALL major chess tournaments

Volume 80 No. 11 February 2016 £4.50 UK $9.95 Canada

www.chess.co.uk

Regular features on Opening Theory (mainline & offbeat)
Interviews with top GMs
Lots of instructional articles by top players
2 pages of tactics puzzles every month

4 N\ [ Features on Chess History
e o Chess Studies & Probl
. ess Studies roblems
0 RUSE)
\ \ ] :J and much more!
d Champion wins assic at the eleventh hour
w hess Tour title Contributors include: GM Michael Adams, GM Gawain Jones

E A Full Report on the 2015 London Chess Classic GM Danny l"(ln.g’ GM Danny Gorma”y’ GM Slmon WI{IIams’
E Defeat, Despair, Dejection - GM Danny Gormally on Hastings IM Enk K,Sllkr GM Jon Speelmanr IM RIChard Palllser)

Y Behind the Scenes by film director Shamir Allibhai IM Malcolm Pein, IM Erik Kislik, John Saunders,
Steve Giddins, and more.

Subscribers can now receive an annotated database by email with all the chess from
the magazine in an eletronic format directly by email, completely free of charge!
Play through the games & puzzles without setting up a board!

1-year Subscription (12 issues) RRP £49.95

\VAiNE LA
. SS
Subscribe to CHE 5 SPECIAL OFFER £29.95"
FOR JUST £299 That’s just £2.50 per issue delivered!
(RRP £49.95) * Special offer open only to UK residents who have not previously subscribed to CHESS Magazine

That’s just £2.50 per ! T
ssue delvereC Subscribe Online: www.chess.co.uk/shop

... or by calling: 020 7486 7015 or 020 7288 1305

As a subscriber you also receive a 10% discount on all orders



Chess

Founding Editor: B.H. Wood, OBE. M.Sc t
Executive Editor: Malcolm Pein

Editors: Richard Palliser, Matt Read
Associate Editor: John Saunders
Subscriptions Manager: Paul Harrington

Twitter: @CHESS_Magazine
Twitter: @TelegraphChess - Malcolm Pein
Website: www.chess.co.uk

Subscription Rates:
United Kingdom

1 year (12 issues) £49.95
2 year (24 issues) £89.95
3 year (36 issues) £125
Europe

1 year (12 issues) £60

2 year (24 issues) £112.50
3 year (36 issues) £165
USA & Canada

1 year (12 issues) $90

2 year (24 issues) $170
3 year (36 issues) $250
Rest of World (Airmail)

1 year (12 issues) £72

2 year (24 issues) £130
3 year (36 issues) £180

Distributed by:

Post Scriptum (UK only),

Unit G, OYO Business Park, Hindmans Way,
Dagenham, RM9 6LN - Tel: 020 8526 7779

LMPI (North America)
8155 Larrey Street, Montreal (Quebec),
H1J 2L5, Canada - Tel: 514 355-5610

Views expressed in this publication are not
necessarily those of the Editors. Contributions to
the magazine will be published at the Editors’
discretion and may be shortened if space is limited.

No parts of this publication may be reproduced
without the prior express permission of the publishers.

All rights reserved. © 2016

Chess Magazine (ISSN 0964-6221) is published by:
Chess & Bridge Ltd, 44 Baker St, London, W1U 7RT
Tel: 020 7288 1305 Fax: 020 7486 7015

Email: info@chess.co.uk, Website: www.chess.co.uk

FRONT COVER:
Cover Design: Matt Read
Cover Photography: Eteri Kublashvili

US & Canadian Readers — You can contact us via our
American branch — Chess4Less based in West Palm
Beach, FL. Call toll-free on 1-877 89CHESS (24377).
You can even order Subscriber Special Offers online
via www.chess4less.com

Printed in the UK by The Magazine Printing
Company using only paper from FSC/PEFC
suppliers www.magprint.co.uk

Contents

Editorial. ... 4
Malcom Pein on the latest developments

60 Seconds With... ..o 7
IM Lorin D’Costa

Karjakin holds his nerve to win Candidates nail-biter................... 8
Steve Giddins very much enjoyed watching the action unfold

How Good is YOUr Chess? ..., 16
Daniel King reflects on Sergey Karjakin's success

DefenSiVe GIit...........cc..cooooiviiiieeee e 20
Karjakin's career-best result was based on some fine defence
OPENING TreNAS.........ooooiii e 23
Guess which opening sails on at the top of the chart?

Brutal ATtacks ..o 24
And there were some in the latest 4NCL weekend

A Celebration of Chess ..., 26
Carl Strugnell enjoyed his return to Cappelle-la-Grande

HOW tO Prepare............coooiee e 30
Danny Gormally draws some important lessons

A Glut of ENAGamMES.........coooooviriiriciecieceeeeee s 34
John Cox shares a number of interesting endings with readers
Studies with Stephenson...............ccoccooooiiiiin e, 37
Can you solve Sir Jeremy Morse’s composition to win a prize?

Never Mind the Grandmasters..................cccooiiinis 38
Carl Portman explores the world of the simultaneous display

Find the Winning MOVES ..., 40
Old World, NeW WO Id.............ooomooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 44

Amatzia Avni ponders the role of the computer in endgames

Forthcoming EVENtS ..., 45
Where will you be playing in May?

HOME N@WS.......ooi e 46
A full round-up of the Easter Congresses and the CCCCC

OVErsS@as NEWS ..o 50
Success for Nils Grandelius, Abhijeet Gupta and Nigel Short

Readers’ Letters ... 53
Important information on Chinook and Asia’s first grandmaster

SOIULIONS ...t 54

New Books and SOftware.................cccooccooiooiiiniiies 55
Sean Marsh reviews books by Danny Gormally, and Regan & Sadler

Saunders on Chess ... 58
John has been pretty busy of late with his BritBase project

Photo credits: cappelle-chess.fr (pp.7, 27), Bob Jones (p.49),
Eteri Kublashvili (pp.1, 8, 10-12, 14-15, 20-21), Ray Morris-Hill (p.47, right),
Fiona Steil-Antoni (pp.24, 47, centre, 48, 50-51).




24

Brutal Attacks

The latest 4NCL weekend featured a number of crushing performances, and not
just by the top two sides, Guildford and Cheddleton, who both remain on 100%

The 4NCL remains on course for it
traditional final round showdown between
the ‘Big Two’, these days Guildford and
Cheddleton. All the action will unfold over the
first May Bank Holiday weekend, so if you're
near Birmingham Airport why not pop down
to the Holiday Inn? Alternatively, simply
follow the live coverage via www.4ncl.co.uk.

Defending champions Guildford ensured
they topped Pool B with a 100% score after
whitewashing South Wales Dragons in round
7, a result which effectively put paid to the
Welsh side’'s hopes of reaching the
Championship Pool. In contrast Guildford II
had just about managed to qualify for that, so
round 8 brought a Guildford derby and a 6-2
victory for their first team, who won on the
top three and on board 8. We've already seen
Matthew Sadler’s rapid transformation of a
solid structure into a most unbalanced one
and something similar was to happen one
board down too.

G.Jones-D.Fernandez
Guildford | vs Guildford Il
French Defence

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 /\d2 dxed 4 Hxed
£2d7 5 9Hf3 £c6 6 Heg5!?

Aggressive and an idea seen too in the
Caro-Kann. The calm route to an edge is
6 £d3 &)d7 7 0-0 &gf6 8 Hed2.
6...2)d7

The most natural. Neil McDonald preferred
6..£.d6 in his How to Play Against 1 e4, but
this too hardly seems entirely comfortable for
Black after 7 &xf71? &xf7 8 g5+ Le8
9 Dxe6 Wf6 10 £c4 Wgb 11 Dg5.

7 £c4

Building up, since Black appears to be OK
after 7 Dxf7 &xf7 8 g5+ Le8 9 Hixeb
We7 10 We2 &f7, and if 11 &g5+ e8
12 Deb &f7.
7...£d5?

A natural attempt to cover e6, but it
actually fails to dent the strength of White's
sacrificial intent. Black should also avoid
7..9gf6? 8 Dxf7! &xf7 9 Dg5+ e8
10 Dxe6 We7 11 0-0, but maybe he can
survive 7..h6!1? 8 &xf7 &xf7 9 d5 exd5
10 £xd5+ £e8 11 0-0 £c5. Those not
feeling that brave could also consider
7. We7, and if 8 0-0 (8 \xf7? Wxf7 9 &g5
Wg6 leaves Black counterattacking against
g2 and set to go long) 8...0-0-0.

Gawain Jones was probably expecting a tough and tricky day at the office against
Daniel Fernandez, one of the UK’s best young players, but after taking on f7...

8 Dxf71! &xf7 9 g5+ Le8 10 Hxeb
£xe6 11 £xe6 £d6 12 0-0

This is the position which clearly appealed
to Jones when he took on f7. White has only
two pawns for the piece, but his bishop is an
absolute monster on e6. In practice Black’s
game is most unpleasant and even objectively
one suspects that he is simply in some
trouble. 12...2)df6 13 Ze1 &f8 14 c4

Calmly seizing space and strengthening
White’s position. There’s no need to rush.
14...c6 15 2d2 De7

The silicon monster indicates that this
knight had to remain at home, but if so then
something is most certainly rotten in the
state of Fernandez’s castle.
16 Wf3 £¢7 17 Ead1!

Now 17..%Wxd4 18 £g5 Wxb2 19 He2
would decisively drive the black queen off the
long diagonal, but even the desperate text
was never going to save Black.
17..b5 18 295 %g6 19 Wxc6 bxc4
20 £xc4 Eb8 21 £xf6 gxf6 22 He8+!

Winning material as it's mate after
22 Wxe8 23 Wxfo+.
22...2g7 23 Hxd8 £xd8 24 ¥d7+ £h6
25 Hd3 Zxb2 26 Zh3+ &g5 27 £d3
He7 28 Eg3+ £h6 29 Wh3# 1-0

Meanwhile in Pool A Cheddleton were
finishing on 100% after overcoming White
Rose Il 6-2. In round 8 they faced a stiffer
test in the shape of Blackthorne Russia, but
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ran out the victors by an impressive 6%:-1%.
David Howell outplayed Danny Gormally on
top board, but on board 2 Jonathan Hawkins
had to dig deep to first survive and then win
against the in-form Harriet Hunt. Elsewhere
Tamas Fodor, Simon Williams, Ezra Kirk and
Fiona Steil-Antoni triumphed too, with just
Richard Bates replying for Blackthorne.

Guildford Il finished Pool A by routing Spirit
of Atticus 7-1, but qualified for the top
section more due to results elsewhere. 3Cs
were always unlikely to leapfrog them, but
despite the absence of Christian Bauer
produced a fine result to defeat Barbican 4%;-
3%, thanks to wins from Alan Walton, Daniel
Abbas and Mathilde Congiu. Oxford did,
however, have a chance of claiming the
fourth promotion spot (Barbican and Wood
Green were already through), but despite a
valiant effort simply found former champions
Wood Green too strong, going down 5%:-2%.

One would imagine that both 3Cs and
Oxford will stay up, but the latter at least still
have work to do after beginning the Relegation
Pool with a 5-3 reversal at the hands of arch
rivals Cambridge. Indeed, bar the doomed
White Rose Il anyone could yet go down, with
Atticus giving their survival prospects a major
boost by stunning a slightly demoralised looking
Grantham Sharks 4%:-3%; in round 8.

Back in Pool B White Rose took a clear
second place, finishing by whitewashing Sussex
Martlets, which left two Championship spots up
for grabs in round 7. Blackthorne Russia claimed
one of those and third place after crushing
Cambridge 6-2, but Barbican Il were only to pip
the Dragons to fourth by two board points after
they both finished on six points (from 14
available). While Barbican | were struggling,
Barbican Il showed the way to go, overcoming
the Sharks 5-3, largely aided by crushing wins
from Isaac Sanders, Ryan-Rhys Griffiths and
Peter Sowray on the top three boards.

Following a 5%-2%: victory in the round 8
Barbican derby, Barbican | currently have a
handy two-point advantage over their nearest
pursuers in the battle for third and the three
European Cup places available in the
Championship Pool. That lead would, however,
have been but a point had White Rose not
encountered stubborn endgame resistance
from Wood Green. By holding the last three
games to finish, Wood Green ensured that the
match finished 4-4 and earlier, for the second
year in a row, your editor had found himself on
the wrong end of a miniature.

N.McDonald-R.Palliser
Wood Green vs White Rose
Sicilian Najdorf

1e4c5 2453 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Hxd4 Hf6
5 %)c3 a6 6 295 e6 7 f4 h6 8 £h4 Wbe
9 ¥Wd2 Wxb2 10 Eb1 Wa3 11 2e2

11 f5 and especially 11 e5 are more
topical in this Delayed Poisoned Pawn
variation, but there’s nothing too much wrong

with a slower approach as McDonald
demonstrates.
11...2e7 12 0-0 Hbd7 13 &3 Wc5 14
£f2 Wc7 15 Hfe1 Hc5

Ambitious. 15..0-0 and if 16 £g3 £b6
would have been somewhat more prudent.
16 e5! dxe5 17 fxe5

17...5Hh7?

And this is too much. | had simply missed
White's brutal 21st, otherwise, of course,
I would have settled for 17..&fd7 18 £g3
0-0 when 19 &\d5 can be met by 19..exd5
20 e6 ¥ds.

18 &Hf5!1 exf5 19 Hd5 Wd7

Played to avoid 19..%d8 20 Wc3 when |
could see nothing better than 20..4g5
(20..%e6 21 £b6 Wd7 22 Hed1 0-0
23 &\c7 regains the material) 21 Hed1 £e6
22 9b6 9d7, but White has several scary
looking moves here, including 23 £.d5.

20 ¥e3!

Much stronger than 20 Wa5 &e6
21 9b6 Wc7 when Black just about survives
after 22 Wa4+ 2d7 23 Hxa8 Lxas
24 Dxc7+ Dxc7 25 Exb7 He6.
20...5a4?

20..£)g5 had to be tried, no matter how
much 21 Dxe7 Dced 22 Lxed Dxed 23
Hxed! fxe4 24 2c5 looks like pretty
powerful compensation for the exchange and
leaves Black’s position completely cut in two.
21 e6!!

21...5xc3

Already there’s simply no defence, as if
21..fxe6 22 Wxq7 Efg 23 Wxh7 &f7 24 £h5.
22 exd7+ £xd7 23 Hxe7+ &f8 24 Exb7
&f6 25 2¢5 1-0

The final round of this season’s 4NCL will
take place over the first Bank Holiday weekend
in May. Full coverage of the race for the
Championship in our June issue.

4NCL 2015/16:

Demotion Pool

Team 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 |GP Pts
1 3Cs1 3%-4% 4%-3% 7-1 |6%-1%21%| 6
2| Oxford 1 4%-3% 5-3 | 3-5 6-2 |18%| 6
3| South Wales Dragons 5-3 | 4-4 | 4-4 4%-3%|17%| 6
4| Spirit of Atticus A 3%-4%| 3-5 4%:-3% 5-3 |16 | 4
5 Cambridge Uni 1 5-3 3-5 2-6 | 6-2 16 | 4
6| Grantham Sharks 1 4-4 [3%:-4%| 6-2 3%-4% 17 | 3
7| Sussex Martlets 1 1-7 4-4 2-6 |4%-3% 11%| 3
8 White Rose 2 1%-6% 2-6 |3%-4%| 3-5 10| O

4NCL 2015/16: Championship Pool

Team 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 | GP Pts
1| Guildford 1 X 7-1 6-2 6-2 |4%-2%|23%| 8
2| Cheddleton 1 X 5%-2% 5-3 | 6%-1%|5%-2% 22%| 8
3| Barbican 4NCL 1 2%-5%| X 4%-3% 5-3 |5%-2%|17%| 6
4| White Rose 1 1-7 X 4-4 4-4 62 |15 | 4
5| Wood Green HK 3-5 |3%-4%| 44 X 4%-3% 15| 3
6 | Blackthorne Russia 2-6 | 1%-6Y% 4-4 X 4-3% |11%| 3
7| Guildford 2 2-6 |2)-5%| 3-5 3%-4% X 11 [0)
8| Barbican 4NCL 2 2%5-4% 2%-5%| 2-6 3%-4 X 10%] O

www.chess.co.uk
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