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     The 4NCL remains on course for it
traditional final round showdown between
the ‘Big Two’, these days Guildford and
Cheddleton. All the action will unfold over the
first May Bank Holiday weekend, so if you’re
near Birmingham Airport why not pop down
to the Holiday Inn? Alternatively, simply
follow the live coverage via www.4ncl.co.uk.
     Defending champions Guildford ensured
they topped Pool B with a 100% score after
whitewashing South Wales Dragons in round
7, a result which effectively put paid to the
Welsh side’s hopes of reaching the
Championship Pool. In contrast Guildford II
had just about managed to qualify for that, so
round 8 brought a Guildford derby and a 6-2
victory for their first team, who won on the
top three and on board 8. We’ve already seen
Matthew Sadler’s rapid transformation of a
solid structure into a most unbalanced one
and something similar was to happen one
board down too.

G.Jones-D.Fernandez
Guildford I vs Guildford II

French Defence

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Ìd2 dxe4 4 Ìxe4
Íd7 5 Ìf3 Íc6 6 Ìeg5!?
     Aggressive and an idea seen too in the
Caro-Kann. The calm route to an edge is 
6 Íd3 Ìd7 7 0-0 Ìgf6 8 Ìed2.
6...Ìd7
     The most natural. Neil McDonald preferred
6...Íd6 in his How to Play Against 1 e4, but
this too hardly seems entirely comfortable for
Black after 7 Ìxf7!? Êxf7 8 Ìg5+ Êe8 
9 Ìxe6 Ëf6 10 Íc4 Ëg6 11 Ìg5.
7 Íc4
     Building up, since Black appears to be OK
after 7 Ìxf7 Êxf7 8 Ìg5+ Êe8 9 Ìxe6
Ëe7 10 Ëe2 Êf7, and if 11 Ìg5+ Êe8 
12 Ìe6 Êf7.
7...Íd5?
     A natural attempt to cover e6, but it
actually fails to dent the strength of White’s
sacrificial intent. Black should also avoid
7...Ìgf6? 8 Ìxf7! Êxf7 9 Ìg5+ Êe8 
10 Ìxe6 Ëe7 11 0-0, but maybe he can
survive 7...h6!? 8 Ìxf7 Êxf7 9 d5 exd5 
10 Íxd5+ Êe8 11 0-0 Íc5. Those not
feeling that brave could also consider
7...Ëe7, and if 8 0-0 (8 Ìxf7? Ëxf7 9 Ìg5
Ëg6 leaves Black counterattacking against
g2 and set to go long) 8...0-0-0.

8 Ìxf7!! Êxf7 9 Ìg5+ Êe8 10 Ìxe6
Íxe6 11 Íxe6 Íd6 12 0-0
     This is the position which clearly appealed
to Jones when he took on f7. White has only
two pawns for the piece, but his bishop is an
absolute monster on e6. In practice Black’s
game is most unpleasant and even objectively
one suspects that he is simply in some
trouble. 12...Ìdf6 13 Îe1 Êf8 14 c4
     Calmly seizing space and strengthening
White’s position. There’s no need to rush.
14...c6 15 Íd2 Ìe7
     The silicon monster indicates that this
knight had to remain at home, but if so then
something is most certainly rotten in the
state of Fernandez’s castle.
16 Ëf3 Íc7 17 Îad1! 

     Now 17...Ëxd4 18 Íg5 Ëxb2 19 Îe2
would decisively drive the black queen off the
long diagonal, but even the desperate text
was never going to save Black.
17...b5 18 Íg5 Ìg6 19 Ëxc6 bxc4 
20 Íxc4 Îb8 21 Íxf6 gxf6 22 Îe8+!

     Winning material as it’s mate after
22...Ëxe8 23 Ëxf6+.
22...Êg7 23 Îxd8 Íxd8 24 Ëd7+ Êh6
25 Îd3 Îxb2 26 Îh3+ Êg5 27 Íd3
Ìe7 28 Îg3+ Êh6 29 Ëh3# 1-0

     Meanwhile in Pool A Cheddleton were
finishing on 100% after overcoming White
Rose II 6-2. In round 8 they faced a stiffer
test in the shape of Blackthorne Russia, but

The latest 4NCL weekend featured a number of crushing performances, and not
just by the top two sides, Guildford and Cheddleton, who both remain on 100%

Brutal Attacks

24

Gawain Jones was probably expecting a tough and tricky day at the office against 
Daniel Fernandez, one of the UK’s best young players, but after taking on f7...
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ran out the victors by an impressive 6½-1½.
David Howell outplayed Danny Gormally on
top board, but on board 2 Jonathan Hawkins
had to dig deep to first survive and then win
against the in-form Harriet Hunt. Elsewhere
Tamas Fodor, Simon Williams, Ezra Kirk and
Fiona Steil-Antoni triumphed too, with just
Richard Bates replying for Blackthorne.
     Guildford II finished Pool A by routing Spirit
of Atticus 7-1, but qualified for the top
section more due to results elsewhere. 3Cs
were always unlikely to leapfrog them, but
despite the absence of Christian Bauer
produced a fine result to defeat Barbican 4½-
3½, thanks to wins from Alan Walton, Daniel
Abbas and Mathilde Congiu. Oxford did,
however, have a chance of claiming the
fourth promotion spot (Barbican and Wood
Green were already through), but despite a
valiant effort simply found former champions
Wood Green too strong, going down 5½-2½.
     One would imagine that both 3Cs and
Oxford will stay up, but the latter at least still
have work to do after beginning the Relegation
Pool with a 5-3 reversal at the hands of arch
rivals Cambridge. Indeed, bar the doomed
White Rose II anyone could yet go down, with
Atticus giving their survival prospects a major
boost by stunning a slightly demoralised looking
Grantham Sharks 4½-3½ in round 8.
     Back in Pool B White Rose took a clear
second place, finishing by whitewashing Sussex
Martlets, which left two Championship spots up
for grabs in round 7. Blackthorne Russia claimed
one of those and third place after crushing
Cambridge 6-2, but Barbican II were only to pip
the Dragons to fourth by two board points after
they both finished on six points (from 14
available). While Barbican I were struggling,
Barbican II showed the way to go, overcoming
the Sharks 5-3, largely aided by crushing wins
from Isaac Sanders, Ryan-Rhys Griffiths and
Peter Sowray on the top three boards.
     Following a 5½-2½ victory in the round 8
Barbican derby, Barbican I currently have a
handy two-point advantage over their nearest
pursuers in the battle for third and the three
European Cup places available in the
Championship Pool. That lead would, however,
have been but a point had White Rose not
encountered stubborn endgame resistance
from Wood Green. By holding the last three
games to finish, Wood Green ensured that the
match finished 4-4 and earlier, for the second
year in a row, your editor had found himself on
the wrong end of a miniature.

N.McDonald-R.Palliser
Wood Green vs White Rose

Sicilian Najdorf

1 e4 c5 2 Ìf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Ìxd4 Ìf6
5 Ìc3 a6 6 Íg5 e6 7 f4 h6 8 Íh4 Ëb6
9 Ëd2 Ëxb2 10 Îb1 Ëa3 11 Íe2
     11 f5 and especially 11 e5 are more
topical in this Delayed Poisoned Pawn
variation, but there’s nothing too much wrong

with a slower approach as McDonald
demonstrates.
11...Íe7 12 0-0 Ìbd7 13 Íf3 Ëc5 14
Íf2 Ëc7 15 Îfe1 Ìc5
     Ambitious. 15...0-0 and if 16 Íg3 Ìb6
would have been somewhat more prudent.
16 e5! dxe5 17 fxe5

17...Ìh7?
     And this is too much. I had simply missed
White’s brutal 21st, otherwise, of course, 
I would have settled for 17...Ìfd7 18 Íg3
0-0 when 19 Ìd5 can be met by 19...exd5
20 e6 Ëd8.
18 Ìf5! exf5 19 Ìd5 Ëd7
     Played to avoid 19...Ëd8 20 Ëc3 when I
could see nothing better than 20...Ìg5
(20...Ìe6 21 Íb6 Ëd7 22 Îed1 0-0 
23 Ìc7 regains the material) 21 Îed1 Íe6
22 Ìb6 Ìd7, but White has several scary
looking moves here, including 23 Íd5.
20 Ëc3!

     Much stronger than 20 Ëa5 Ìe6 
21 Ìb6 Ëc7 when Black just about survives
after 22 Ëa4+ Íd7 23 Ìxa8 Íxa4 
24 Ìxc7+ Ìxc7 25 Îxb7 Ìe6.
20...Ìa4?
     20...Ìg5 had to be tried, no matter how
much 21 Ìxe7 Ìce4 22 Íxe4 Ìxe4 23
Îxe4! fxe4 24 Íc5 looks like pretty
powerful compensation for the exchange and
leaves Black’s position completely cut in two.
21 e6!!

21...Ìxc3
     Already there’s simply no defence, as if
21...fxe6 22 Ëxg7 Îf8 23 Ëxh7 Îf7 24 Íh5.
22 exd7+ Íxd7 23 Îxe7+ Êf8 24 Îxb7
Ìf6 25 Íc5 1-0

     The final round of this season’s 4NCL will
take place over the first Bank Holiday weekend
in May. Full coverage of the race for the
Championship in our June issue.

4NCL 2015/16: Championship Pool

Team 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 GP Pts

1 Guildford 1 X 7-1 6-2 6-2 4½-2½ 23½ 8

2 Cheddleton 1 X 5½-2½ 5-3 6½-1½ 5½-2½ 22½ 8

3 Barbican 4NCL 1 2½-5½ X 4½-3½ 5-3 5½-2½ 17½ 6

4 White Rose 1 1-7 X 4-4 4-4 6-2 15 4

5 Wood Green HK 3-5 3½-4½ 4-4 X 4½-3½ 15 3

6 Blackthorne Russia 2-6 1½-6½ 4-4 X 4-3½ 11½ 3

7 Guildford 2 2-6 2½-5½ 3-5 3½-4½ X 11 0

8 Barbican 4NCL 2 2½-4½ 2½-5½ 2-6 3½-4 X 10½ 0

4NCL 2015/16: Demotion Pool

Team 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 GP Pts

1 3Cs 1 3½-4½ 4½-3½ 7-1 6½-1½ 21½ 6

2 Oxford 1 4½-3½ 5-3 3-5 6-2 18½ 6

3 South Wales Dragons 5-3 4-4 4-4 4½-3½ 17½ 6

4 Spirit of Atticus A 3½-4½ 3-5 4½-3½ 5-3 16 4

5 Cambridge Uni 1 5-3 3-5 2-6 6-2 16 4

6 Grantham Sharks 1 4-4 3½-4½ 6-2 3½-4½ 17 3

7 Sussex Martlets 1 1-7 4-4 2-6 4½-3½ 11½ 3

8 White Rose 2 1½-6½ 2-6 3½-4½ 3-5 10 0
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